[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GRAFHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2018
 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Mr Philip Allingham (Chair), Mr Ian Gardener, Mr Alastair Watson, Mr Kevin Sharp

The meeting of the Parish Council was convened at 7.30pm. 

17/057 Public Forum
A resident attended to discuss the issues of the management of trees edging the playing field and their potential to result in subsidence damage to houses in Haywards Close.  It was agreed that there is no immediate danger to any houses, but that there had possibly been a lack of proper management of the trees.  The Parish Council will be investigating with the District Council to arrange for management of the trees and will also seek a second opinion on what is likely to be required.

A member of the management committee of the Pub at Grafham approached to Council to request a grant of £700 to pay for part of the entertainments planned for 19th May, the Royal Wedding Day Celebration for the village.
 
The report of Cllr Peter Downes is appended to these minutes.  There was discussion concerning the state of the Grafham-Brampton road which had suffered a cutting back of the hedges in a most unsatisfactory manner which left debris strewn across the road.  It is unclear whose contractor is responsible. Cllr Downes is in discussion with Highways England and Cambridgeshire Highways about this and also the matter of the condition of the road, which suffers large pot-holes and a lack of passing places.  Also the diversions in place at times of road closure are inefficient, placing as they do an intolerable strain on Grafham village roads, often overnight.  Weight limits on our roads also appear to have been disregarded as some very large articulated vehicles thunder through.

17/058 Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs John Morris and Patricia Jordan, Mr David Anthony, Mr David King and Mr A Duckworth 

17/059 Councillors’ Interests
Cllr Kevin Sharp declared a pecuniary interest in item 17/067 and took no part in the discussion or
decision

17/060 Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 November 2017 were approved and signed.

17/061	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising from the last meeting.

17/062	Response to report on trees on playing field
Agreement was reached that a management plan for the trees in question should be put in place, possibly after consultation with the District Council

17/063	Response to proposal to re-open camping provision
One member of the public has written to the Parish Council to express opposition to the plans.  In a further correspondence with Mr Emeleus, it is noted that he has put the project on hold as he has been unable to make contract with the current owner of the land

17/064	Village footpaths
An appropriate letter of complaint is to be drafted and delivered to the County Council.




17/065	Tree damage on Breach Road/ The Wyvern
A fallen tree was reported to the Council with a request to remove it.  The Parish Council was not responsible for this a it owns no property in the village other than the playing field and the children’s playground.  However, the Council reported the issue to Cambridgeshire Highways and the offending tree was removed

17/066	Election – May 2018
The Parish Council elections will be held this year in May.  It is unclear which of the current councillors will stand again for election.  It was agreed that there should be a notice of the election printed in the Gossip with instructions on how to stand as a candidate.

17/067	Request for funds
The Parish Council agreed unanimously to give £700 towards the costs of providing entertainments on May 19th for the Royal Wedding celebrations.

17/068 Banking and Audit
1. The following outstanding accounts were presented for payment and were authorised

· Clerk's fees for November 17 – January -18			£         469.60
· Simon Johnson – verge maintenance			£         150.00

2. The financial report at 31 January 2018 showed a balance of funds at £17,336.50

3. The reported balance will include certain funds which will be ring-fenced for the future resurfacing of the sports area.  Quotes are currently being sought for the re-surfacing.

17/069 Other Items for information only
There were no other items for discussion

There being no further business the meeting closed.
The date of the next meeting is 20 March 2018.   

