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Grafham Gossip 
                     Issue 118 Deadline: Midnight Thursday 21st August 

Editorsô noteé 

The next issue is Septemberôs; 
please send your news, views 
and gossip by Thursday 21st 
August.  

Septemberôs delivery may be a little delayed 
but remember you can always read the 
Grafham Gossip online or join the subscription 
list by visiting the web site www.grafham.org.uk  

Have a lovely Summer! 

           Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

 

Mums & Tots  
Coffee, Cake & Chat Morning  
     Friday 1

st
 & 29

th
 August,  

 10am at Grafham Village Hall 

If you are a mum with tots and would love to 
meet other mums in Grafham then please join us 
for coffee, cake and chat on the above date.  

For further information please contact Racheal 

07957500263  Rachealwoodhall@live.co.uk  

          Grafham and Ellington  
                       Art Group 

Annual Art Exhibition 2014  

Saturday 23 rd  August from 10am to 4pm  

and  

Sunday 24 th  August from 10am to 4pm  

Framed and unframed paintings will be on sale,  
10% of sales will go to Grafham All Saints Church Funds 

Visitorsõ Favourite Painting Award 
Paintings in this category have been inspired by the theme 

                       óA Different View Pointô 

  Refreshments available 

To be held at 

Grafham Village Hall  
Van Diemans Way  

Grafham PE28 0BG  
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HUNTINGDON  
CONSERVATIVE  
ASSOCIATION 

(GRAFHAM BRANCH)  

SUMMER 
BBQ 

Sunday 10th 
August  

 

Please see page 8 
for details  
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    Grafham All Saints - August Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27th July (4th Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist at Ellington 
                                 ___________ 

3rd August (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service at Ellington 

                                                     (usually at Grafham) 

10th August (2nd Sunday) 11.00 Family Service at Ellington 

17th August (3rd Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist at Ellington 

                                         (usually at Grafham) 

24th August (4th Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist  

31st August (5th Sunday) 10.16 "All Together" Eucharist  

                                           at Ellington 
                                 ___________ 

7th September (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service at Ellington 

                                       (usually at Grafham) 

Contacting the Clergy  

The Revd Jason Taylor (Rector) 

The Rectory, 15 Church Road, 

Brampton PE28 4PF       

revjasontaylor@gmail.com        

01480 453341  

07807 118070  

Churchwarden   
Hazel Powell 01480 810326  

IN VIEW OF THE BUILDING WORKS WE REGRET NO SERVICES WILL TAKE PLACE AT 

GRAFHAM UNTIL THE END OF THE WORKS 

ALL OUR SERVICES  (marked "usually at Grafham") WILL THEREFORE BE HELD AT  

ELLINGTON AND EVERYONE IS INVITED AND WELCOME  

TO ATTEND THERE AT THE TIMES BELOW 

View from the Pew 
Following a slight delay owing to the necessity to re-design 

the roof scaffolding, 

further progress is 

being made on re-

pairs. Scaffolding is being erect-

ed on the roof and this will be 

surrounded by sheeting and the 

north nave roof is to be opened 

by the end of July. An enormous 

amount of plaster has been re-

moved inside the building and the pictures show the extent of the repairs. 

When all this is plastered and re-decorated the church will look like new 

inside!  We will keep readers informed month by month. 

Meanwhile our usual Grafham services are taking place at Ellington on 

The 1st and 3rd Sundays at 11am. Please come and support us there.   

On the 3rd Sunday in August Revd Bryan Hyder-Smith will take the 11am 

Eucharist. On the 5th Sunday in August there will be an "all together"  

Eucharist service at Ellington at 10.16 am.  At present we do not have  

an 8 am Holy Communion on 4th Sundays. If anyone is unsure about 

Grafham service times or would like a lift to Ellington, please feel free  

to ring the Churchwarden - Hazel - 810326. 

 

Arch Cracks 

Timber Under Plaster 

Wall Painting South Nave 

Chancel Arch Plaster 

Ceiling Plaster 

 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
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Councillors Peter Downes and Patricia Jordan  
and/or John Morris are available  

at the village hall from 11.15 to 11.45  
on the first Saturday of the month. 

At other times contact: 

Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  tel 398082 

patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  tel. 457802 

john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  tel. 458818 

Twitter:  @johnmbrampton 

Grafham Oil Syndicate Update 
       The syndicate continues to   
   grow, keeping more money  
 in the village. Remember, it's 
FREE to join and we must  keep a 

bulk order attractive enough to attract  a discount, so 
simply email Simon at  
        grafhamoil@gmail.com  or call 819663.                                                                                                                                                                       

t!wL{I b9²{ July 2014 

At the start of the Parish Council meeting 
on 8th July, Cllr Peter Downes advised 
that the public consultation on proposed 
improvements to the A14 is now closed. 
There will be a further review later in the 
year at which any effects on Grafham will 
be monitored, in particular it is possible that the turn-
ing off the A1 North leading to Brampton Lane will be 
closed off. 

Cllr John Morris talked briefly about changes at the 
District Council (DC) with the introduction of a new 
Senior Management Team and a strategic partnership 
with South Cambs. DC for the sharing of services to 
save money. Cllr Morris explained that the planning 
application in respect of Meadowground had been 
withdrawn because of a review of land assets which is 
to take place. 

The kitchen area of the village hall has undergone a 
complete refit and the Council are very pleased with 
the result. Cllr Al Watson project managed the refit 
and the Council thanked him for the excellent work he 
put in. Information was put before the Council con-
cerning the possibility of purchasing solar panels for 
the hall. However, an energy review of the hall has 
recently taken place and so any decisions on energy 
saving measures will be put off until the results of the 
review have been received. 

The Community Shop committee asked the Council to 
make an application for a non-material change to the 
planning permission received. This is required be-

cause the portacabin now 
on order is a different size 
to the original plan which 
means that the disability 
ramp and the air-
conditioning unit will also 
have to change.   

It seems that the changes to the street lighting in the 
village have gone reasonably well. Any issues raised 
with the Council were dealt with quickly and, we hope, 
satisfactorily. 

The footpath between Breach Road and Field Close is 
deteriorating into a very sorry state because of the 
difficulties in its upkeep. The issue will be discussed in 
depth at the next Council meeting in September when 
it is hoped to come up with a plan which will make the 
area far more pleasing to walk through! 

The idea of a ñfirst-responseò system for medical 
emergencies locally 
has been proposed. 
In a separate article 
in this issue you can 
see what this will 
mean to the village 
and how you can 
help if you want to.   

                                                     (See below. Ed) 

There is no Parish Council meeting in August. The 
date of the next meeting will be 9

th
 September at 7.30 

at the village hall. 

      Margaret Life, Parish Clerk     01480 819477       
                                            malife434@gmail.com                                                                                                     

 Full minutes can be read on the village web site www.grafham.org.uk    

You may contact your parish councillors through the clerk or directly by using the details below. 

Philip Allingham Chairman 01480 811516 philip_allingham@sky.com 
Ian Gardener Vice Chair 01480 812821 idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk                       
Andrew Duckworth andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net    Alastair Watson Alastair.watson403@btinternet.com                                                                                                              
Kevin Sharp kevin.sharp@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk        Jenny Barnes 07788 545197 jenny.barnes1@sky.com 

      GRAFHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
      FIRST RESPONSE SERVICE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Council have been asked to set up a local  
ñFirst Responseò system. Should anyone in 
Grafham or its neighbouring villages need to con-
tact paramedics for assistance, the paramedics 
would be able to contact someone available in the 
local area to provide immediate first-aid until para-
medics can arrive. 
First-responders provide a valuable and sometimes 
life-saving service. If you would like to offer this ser-
vice to the community, please contact Margaret Life 
on 07780 119311 or malife434@gmail.com for fur-
ther information. Full training is provided. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:grafhamoil262@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:malife434@gmail.com
http://www.grafham.org.uk
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk
mailto:andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net
mailto:Alastair.watson403@btinternet.com
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mailto:malife434@gmail.com
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GRAFHAM VILLAGE HALL 
has a Public Entertainments Licence for music, 
dancing, performing arts and can accommodate 
92 guests seated in rows or 150 at a dance/disco 
- an ideal venue for children's and family parties. 
There is a playing field for sports activities and 
the hall has small changing rooms with shower facilities. 

Contacts: Pat or Alan Watson 01480 811166 

Grafham Social Committee 

invites you to a Coffee Morning at 

10.30am on Wednesday August 20th, 

Frances Knight, 18 Church Road. 

This is an informal social occasion for  

residents of the village.  Please come 

along for a cup of coffee and a chat. 

Grafham Sewing Group 
Village Hall, Wednesdays 2 - 4pm  
For those who enjoy needlework of any sort, 
quilting, tapestry, knitting or anything else 
requiring the use of needles!  

Complete beginners also welcome. 

Our purpose is threefold, to provide a focus for your 
needlework, to allow the exchange of ideas and  

expertise, and last, but not least, it is an opportunity to 
get to know like-minded people. 

A small charge is made to cover the hall hire. 

For further details contact Barbara Williams 
01480 812905 or barbara_r_w@hotmail.com 

The Mobile Library 
Route H24 visits Breach Road,  
Grafham on the 4th Wednesday of  
every month from 10.40 to 11.00. The next visit is 
on 27th August. 

For renewals/ enquiries call 0845 045 5225 or click on 
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/
spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/LOGINB 

Do you enjoy reading?  
There is no meeting in August. 

We would like to welcome more  
residents to join us for informal social 
evenings.  

We usually meet on the last Tuesday of the month. 
For further information on dates, venues and the cur-
rent read, please contact   

           Tina 07711 012957 or  Val 07761 137012 

Grafham Church Flower Club 
We are available to decorate the church for weddings and 
other church occasions. 

Floral arrangements for: pedestal,  

altar, font, windowsills, pew ends, pillars. 

Please contact Hazel Powell on  

01480 810326 for details and quotes. 

If anyone in the village has foliage in their garden that they 
would be willing to donate for church decoration for  
festivals, please let us know, we would be very grateful. 

Grafham Wildlife 
and Conservation Group 
Regional winners of the BTCV Green Award 
2006 & 2007 invite you to carry out woodland 
conservation.  

Contact Sam Malt 01480 810844 daytime,  
01480 811654 evenings.   www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/ 

 
 

 
Spaldwickôs Youth Group 

Friday evenings in Spaldwick - for more details see  
http://www.grafham.org.uk/Escape Youth Group  

   Grafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art Group   
               http://grafhamandellingtonart.weebly.com/      
   Grafham Village Hall, Every Tuesday 1.30-4pm 

         Calling all who want to meet and paint with  
              like minded people on a regular basis.  

              Beginners and those with more skills 
                           are all very welcome.  

         Cost: About Ã2 to cover hall hire/refreshments. 
         Come along with your paints and equipment!  

                          Please ring me for more details.    

                                             Jackie Woods 01480 890279               

Across the Churches Bible Study 
We are a small group meeting  
twice a month (Tuesdays 7.30pm) for  
Bible study, prayer and fellowship. 
We come from different churches  
and are always happy to welcome new members.  

For more information, please contact Rob or Jean Clark 
01480 890033.  

Do you have any events to advertise?  
Email the details to editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  
Send a copy to  diary@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Weôll print them in the Grafham Gossip and  

add them to the Village Diary on the web site. 

  Ellington  
  and Grafham WI 

Join the growing team!  
We meet on the first Tuesday in the month 

Contact Sue 896139 or Ann 891372 for details 
August 5th   Outing to Stamford and a tour round Burghley House 

Sept 2nd   Demonstration of silk painting (hands on) 

Like a lift from Grafham? Call Heather 819589 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:barbara_r_w@hotmail.com
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/LOGINB
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/LOGINB
http://www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/
http://www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/
http://www.grafham.org.uk/Escape%20Youth%20Group
http://grafhamandellingtonart.weebly.com/
mailto:%20editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:diary@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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 Send your news, views and gossip to editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

The Grafham Gardener 
Shortly after moving to Grafham 
we realised the native soil was 
more suited to pottery than 
growing stuff. Digging with a 
spade was soon superseded by 
a mattock as the clay was set as 
hard as a rock through years of 

neglect. I guess we should have known given they 
could dig a big hole nearby, fill it with water and call it 
a reservoir. A few years and 12 tons of council com-
post later we can at least plant things, however the 
chance for digging is still limited to a few weeks of the 
year in the small window between too dry and too 
wet.  

Ants are another challenge. 
They are everywhere and hap-
pily farm greenfly which suck 
the life out of the roses, the 
chilli plants, the new beech 
hedge, even the honeysuckle 
has never really worked. The 
ants, however, do have a great bonus in that they 
attract a green woodpecker which, jumps around the 
grass as if wearing clown shoes lapping them up. 

And then there's the pigeons. Never has there been 
such an ungainly, silly bird that is just so prolific. Not 
only do they cause a mess everywhere, they also 
have a fondness for most varieties of fruit and vege-
tables that we attempt to grow. Our efforts at averting 
them so far range from dangling CDs from the 
branches of our plum trees (blowing in the wind by 
Bob Dylan of course!), to constructing tunnels from 
water pipes and covering with netting. Weôve had 
variable degrees of success so far.   

Every house we've ever bought has always come 
with a row of well established 40 
foot high Leylandii trees. So the 
chainsaw was fired up and we 
got them down. Even though we 
did upset some of the aforemen-
tioned pigeons suddenly the gar-
den was lovely and light, which 
gave us some chance of encouraging grass from the 
patch of green moss that had hitherto been masquer-
ading as a lawn. And we have the bonus of some 
firewood which has kept us warm on winter nights.  

The email address  
gossip@grafhamvillage.org.uk  

is no longer in use 

Please use only  
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

from now on 

James Snell 07951 069 565  
email: Jamie2701@aol.com                                

 
 

On Sunday 27
th
 June a cat was killed 

by a speeding vehicle along Buckden 
Road causing death to the pet and dis-
tress to the family who had to pick it up 
and take it to the vet where it had to be 
put down. It makes one wonder when the authorities 
will ever take seriously the concerns of those residents 
living just outside the village the worrying issue of 
speeding. 

On Tuesday July 8
th
 at 12.30am the Police were made 

aware of an attempted break in at the Grafham Water 
Cycle shop ï two locks were broken but no cycles were 
taken.  If anyone did notice any activity around the cen-
tre please call the Police on 101. 

 
  
 

 All emergencies 999    

 Non-emergencies 101     

 Cambridge Constabulary HQ 01480 456111 

 Minicom for hard of hearing 01480 422493 

 Crimestoppers 0800 555111 (anonymous) 

 Anti-social behaviour 01480 388379 

 To stop unwanted mail 0845 703 459 9 

 To stop unwanted phone calls  0845 070 0707 

 To report anti-social behaviour in Grafham 

                           01480 388379 / 387097 or e-mail: 

                     Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or    

                     tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
                                                   July 2014 

Letter to the Editors     
 Dear Editors ,   
                       Dog Fouling 
Please could I ask that you print a reminder 
to all dog walkers that they should pick up 
behind their dogs. This week alone I have picked up 
three occurrences of dog faeces left on my front lawn. I 
would hate to have to fence my lawn just because of an 
inconsiderate few who are unwilling to obey the law. 
 

Kind regards,   
Steve  
Cedar Close Resident 

What are your views, news and comments?   
E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk �L�I���\�R�X�·�G��
�O�L�N�H���\�R�X�U���O�H�W�W�H�U���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���¶�/�H�W�W�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���(�G��
i tors.�·  Please supply  y our name and ad-
�H�P�D�L�O���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���E�X�W���W�H�O�O���X�V���L�I���\�R�X�·�G���S�U�H�I�H�U���X�V���Q�R�W��
to  print it in the Grafham Gossip.    Thanks ,  
                                                                     Ed                                                                  
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