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Proudly Present 

 

 

PETER PAN 
(Script by James Barry)  

at the 

Mandeville Hall 
Kimbolton 

25
th
 to 28

th
 February  

Tickets and further details 

  Watsons of Kimbolton 

Tel 01480 860444 
     Email davidwatson50@aol.com 

Book early and join us as we celebrate 

Our 25th Anniversary Year! 

Old and new photos please  

   for 2016 Grafham Calendar    
The SAS committee is in the early stages of  
producing a calendar for 2016, to sell in aid of the 
church restoration fund, and would like your help.   

We are looking for photos of Grafham both old historical 
pictures that you may own and recent photos that you 
have taken. The photos should not have been used be-
fore in a Grafham calendar or card and must be submit-
ted by the owner/photographer. Landscape rather than 
portrait orientation will work best with the layout of the 
calendar.   

More details will follow in later issues of the Grafham 
Gossip. In the meantime contributions can be sent to  
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  so get sorting and clicking! 

Editorsô noteé   
This monthôs issue is so full thereôs no 
room to include items on the traditional 
February activities like Valentineôs Day 
on 14th and Shrove Tuesday or   
Pancake day on 17th! 

On page 2, youôll find quite a list of incidents in Neighbour-
hood Watch. News and pictures of the church interior can 
be found in View from the Pew on page 3. See pictures 
from Operation Child 2014 in Kosovo on page 5. Enter the 
Grafhamôs shop prize draw on page 7. There are two arti-
cles of interest from Jason on pages 9 and 11. Whatôs the 
Grafham Gardener been up to? Read all about it on page 9! 
Then thereôs óLetters to the Editorsô page 11 and more!  

Please note Early Deadline: Thursday 12th February. 

                  Happy Valentineôs Day!    
                           Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

 

mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
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Councillors Peter Downes and Patricia Jordan  
and/or John Morris are available at the village hall from 

11.15 to 11.45  
on the first Saturday of the month. 

At other times contact: 

Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  tel 398082 

patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  tel. 457802 

john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  tel. 458818 

Twitter:  @johnmbrampton 

 Grafham All Saints - Services for February 
1st February (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service  

8th February (2nd Sunday) No service at Grafham 

15th February (3rd Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist  

22nd  February (4th Sunday) No service at Grafham 
                              ___________ 

4th January (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service  

18th January (3rd Sunday) 11.00 Eucharist  
                               ___________ 

1st March (1st Sunday) 11.00 Family Service  

8th March (2nd Sunday)  No service at Grafham           

Contacting the Clergy  

The Revd Jason Taylor (Rector) 

The Rectory, 15 Church Road, 

Brampton PE28 4PF       

revjasontaylor@gmail.com        

01480 453341  

07807 118070  

Churchwarden   

Hazel Powell 01480 810326 

Grafham Oil Syndicate  
The syndicate continues to grow, keeping more 
money in the village. Remember, it's FREE to join 
and we must  keep a bulk order attractive enough 

to attract a discount, so simply 
           email Simon at  
           grafhamoil@gmail.com  

           or call 819663                                                                                                                                                                      

James Snell 07951 069 565  
email: Jamie2701@aol.com                                

NEIGHBOURHOOD   
WATCH December/January 

¶  There was a theft, on 8
th
 January 2015 

between 2pm and 4pm, of a distinctive 
and very heavy antique cast iron bench 
from an enclosed garden in Grafham. It would have 
required more than one person to have lifted and re-
moved it, and there may have been a van involved in 
assisting transporting the item.  If you have been of-
fered an item similar to this is dubious circumstances, 
or saw any suspicious behaviour or suspicious vehi-
cles in the Grafham area please call with any infor-
mation 101. 

¶  On 10
th
 January, two push bikes were stolen from a 

property in Church Road. 

¶  Between 23
rd
 December midday and 10am on 29

th
 

December unknown offenders removed the fencing 
and entered a large metal container and stole a gener-
ator, power tools and siphoned red diesel from a con-
tainer at the Anglian Water Grafham Water Treatment 
Works. The stolen items could only have been re-
moved in a vehicle.  If anyone thinks they may have 
information on this theft or saw anyone acting suspi-
ciously please call the Police on 101.  The crime refer-
ence is CF0499771214 

Other incidents close by to the village: 

¶  Week ending 12
th
 November, break in Clares Road, 

Perry 

¶  15
th
 November, break in Hughes Road, Buckden 

¶  Week ending 17
th
 November, two break ins in Buck-

den and one in Perry 

¶  21
st
 November in Buckden an elderly couple 

were cold called by two males accompanied by a 
child who tried to get money by offering to clear 
out their guttering 

¶  On 22
nd
 November, one break in and one at-

tempted break-in at properties in Southoe 

¶  On 25
th
 November the Police arrested 5 males who 

they believe are responsible for the severe spate of 
burglaries in the area 

¶  22
nd
 December, an attempted break in to a property 

in Ellington but intruders were disturbed. 

I have a new supply of window stickers and I think 
it would be good to highlight Neighbourhood 
Watch because of the noticeable increase in crime 
in and around us. If you are prepared to display 
one in your window, please contact me and I will 
get one delivered to you. 

All emergencies 999    

Non-emergencies 101     

Cambridge Constabulary HQ 01480 456111 

Minicom for hard of hearing 01480 422493 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 (anonymous) 

Anti-social behaviour 01480 388379 

To stop unwanted mail 0845 703 459 9 

To stop unwanted phone calls  0845 070 0707 
To report anti-social behaviour in Grafham 

                           01480 388379 / 387097 or e-mail: 
                     Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or    

                     tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk 

mailto:Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:revjasontaylor@gmail.com
tel:07807%20118070
mailto:grafhamoil262@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Jamie2701@aol.com
mailto:%20Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk
mailto:tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk
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View from the Pew 
As another year begins it is a joy to see our church so 
beautifully restored inside and with the roof re-tiled 
and waterproof. It has been a long job and the archi-
tect and workmen deserve congratulations for their 

hard work. There 
are still a few 
oustanding items 
to deal with and 
our architect Iain 
Frearson is follow-
ing these up 
closely. This work 
would not have 
been possible 
without the large 

grant from English Heritage and others, details of 
which are at the end of this article. Of course our 
friends Save all Saints have been a marvellous sup-
port and at present will continue to be so until we can 
repay the loan of Ã15,000 from Cambridge Historic 
Churches Trust 
(CHCT) who 
also donated 
Ã2,000. The  
Trust helps 
congregations 
with the repair 
and enhance-
ment of their 
historic places 
of worship by 
offering grants 
and loans. Its main source of funding is the CHCT an-
nual "Ride and Stride." Each September cyclists and 
pedestrians of all ages throughout Cambridgeshire 
find people to sponsor them for the number of church-
es, chapels and colleges which they visit on the day.   
Half the money is returned to the participantôs nomi-
nated church or chapel, the other half goes to help 
churches with the costs of repairs and for restoration.  
Details  of  the Trust's work can be found at       
                         www.cambshistoricchurchestrust.co.uk  

The celebratory event to which all will be invited, espe-
cially those organisations who have donated funds, 
will be deferred until the Spring to give time for appro-
priate preparations. 

Our Christmas Fayre raised Ã348 towards church 
maintenance which was gratefully received. As no f°te 
or flower festival were possible last year owing to the 
works, PCC funds for the parish share, insurance and 
utility bills were sadly depleted. So thank you to all 
those who helped and those of you who supported us 
on the day with your custom. 

It was a pleasure to welcome villagers into the church 
for the first time since work finished when we held our 
Carol Service on 21st December. The traditional 
hymns and readings were as ever a graceful reminder 
of our Lord Jesus birth two thousand years ago. Thank 

you to the ladies who provided the delicious mulled 
wine and Christmas cake afterwards.    

At the Crib Service, the Advent candles were lit, there 
was much jolly singing  and shaking of bells and rat-
tles and we heard a story about a cat's version of the 
events in that famous stable, an unusual and yet in-
spiring viewpoint. Following the service a presentation 
was made to Hazel for all her hard work in managing 
the works project. Without Hazel and her ñdogged de-
terminationò the church restoration would not have 
been possible. Thanks are also due to Pete Elliott for 
his support and assistance to Hazel without whom her 
job would have been much harder. Pete has sadly 
now left the village and will be sorely 
missed for his help with mowing the 
grass and cleaning the church and 
indeed for helping us whenever asked 
to do so. We wish Pete and his family 
all good things for the future in their 
new home in Tilbrook. 

Our Christmas day Eucharist was led by Revd John 
Wilson and we are most grateful to him for giving up 
his time on this special day to come and celebrate 
communion with us. 

Now that Pete has left the village we are in need of 
another church cleaner for our rota. Please contact 
Hazel if you would be willing to help with this important 
job which keeps our church welcoming for visitors.   
Our present team is somewhat stretched to 
cover every week of the year. 

We are delighted to welcome John Childs 
to some of our first Sunday services. John 
plays guitar beautifully to accompany our hymns. At 
present we have no organist for first Sunday services 
although Angus may be able to help occasionally until 
he leaves for America. If there is an organist out there 
who would be willing to play for us, even occasionally, 
we would be very pleased to hear from you. 

We look forward to welcoming all to our services on 
first and third Sundays. The church is now open daily 
for visitors. 

Fundraising for the major repair works 

The PCC and congregation are indebted to the follow-
ing organisations who have donated generously to 
enable us to repair and restore our church:- 

English Heritage 

Garfield Weston Foundation 

The Idlewild Trust 

The Wolfson Foundation 

Allchurches Trust 

Cambridge Historic Churches Trust  

Save All Saints 

Grafham Village Appeal - regular donations still in 
place for which the PCC are  most grateful 

                              Look  - No Crack! 

http://www.cambshistoricchurchestrust.co.uk
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GRAFHAM VILLAGE HALL 
has a Public Entertainments Licence for music, 
dancing, performing arts and can accommodate 
92 guests seated in rows or 150 at a dance/disco 
- an ideal venue for children's and family parties. 
There is a playing field for sports activities and 
the hall has small changing rooms with shower facilities. 

Contacts: Pat or Alan Watson 01480 811166 

   Grafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art GroupGrafham and Ellington Art Group   
               http://grafhamandellingtonart.weebly.com/      
   Grafham Village Hall, Every Tuesday 1.30-4pm 

         Calling all who want to meet and paint with  
              like minded people on a regular basis.  

              Beginners and those with more skills 
                           are all very welcome.  

         Cost: About Ã2 to cover hall hire/refreshments. 
         Come along with your paints and equipment!  

                          Please ring me for more details.    

                                             Jackie Woods 01480 890279               

Across the Churches Bible Study 
We are a small group meeting  
twice a month (Tuesdays 7.30pm) for  
Bible study, prayer and fellowship. 
We come from different churches  
and are always happy to welcome new members.  

For more information, please contact Rob or Jean Clark 
01480 890033.  

Grafham Wildlife 
and Conservation Group 
Regional winners of the BTCV Green Award 
2006 & 2007 invite you to carry out woodland 
conservation.  

Contact Sam Malt 01480 810844 daytime,  
01480 811654 evenings.   www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/ 

  Ellington  
  and Grafham WI 

Join the growing team!  
We meet on the first Tuesday in the month 

Contact Sue 896139 or Ann 891372 for details 

 
Like a lift from Grafham? Call Heather 819589 

Grafham Social Committee 
invites you to Coffee Mornings at 10.30am on  

the 3rd Wednesday of the month: 

21st Jan -  Pat Watson, 10 Field Close 
18th Feb - Jane Stewart, 1 Van Diemens Way 

This is an informal social occasion for  
residents of the village.  Please come along 

for a cup of coffee and a chat. 

Grafham Sewing Group 
Village Hall, Wednesdays 2 - 4pm  
For those who enjoy needlework of any sort, 
quilting, tapestry, knitting or anything else 
requiring the use of needles!  

Complete beginners also welcome. 

Our purpose is threefold, to provide a focus for your 
needlework, to allow the exchange of ideas and  

expertise, and last, but not least, it is an opportunity to 
get to know like-minded people. 

A small charge is made to cover the hall hire. 

For further details contact Barbara Williams 
01480 812905 or barbara_r_w@hotmail.com 

Do you enjoy reading?  

We would like to welcome more  
residents to join us for informal 
social evenings.  

We usually meet on the last Tuesday of the 
month. For further information on dates, venues 
and the current read, please contact   

Tina 07711 012957 or  Val 07761 137012 

The Mobile Library 
Route H24 visits Breach Road, Grafham 
on the 4th Wednesday of every month  
from 10.40 to 11.00. The next visits are 28th January 
and 25th February.  
For renewals/ enquiries call 0845 045 5225 or click here 

Grafham Church Flower Club 
We are available to decorate the church for weddings and 
other church occasions. 

Floral arrangements for: pedestal,  

altar, font, windowsills, pew ends, pillars. 

Please contact Hazel Powell on  

01480 810326 for details and quotes. 

If anyone in the village has foliage in their garden that they 
would be willing to donate for church decoration for  
festivals, please let us know, we would be very grateful. 

Babysitters  
Emma 17yrs 860632  Meri - 15 yrs 811192  

Nicci 14yrs 811279   Harriet 16yrs 810043     

Kate 17yrs 812179  babysitting course          

Livvy 14yrs 819708 babysitting course  

Georgie 14yrs 432688 babysitting course  

Caroline 18yrs 812179 works in reception class  

Holly 18yrs 810867 babysitting and first aid courses,  
                                    works with children aged 3-7.                     

Olivia 23yrs 811831 BA Early Childhood Studies  

Bryony 17yrs 812354 experienced with newborn - 
                                                                  14yr olds                                                  

Please check your details are up to date! 

http://grafhamandellingtonart.weebly.com/
http://www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/
http://www.gwcg.btck.co.uk/
mailto:barbara_r_w@hotmail.com
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/LOGINB
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Operation Christmas  

Child 2014... 
was a HUGE success! A big  
THANK YOU to all who contributed.   

As you probably already know, I was privi-
liged to be able to travel to Kosovo in De-
cember to be part of the distribution team 
and I had an amazing time. So much so that 
I would like to share my photos and stories 
with you. So if you fancy an evening at my 
house to do just that, please come along to 2 Meadowground,  

on Friday 27th February from 7.30pm onwards. Look forward to seeing you then.  Moira  07859 065982  

t!wL{I b9²{   
There was no Parish Council in January.  
The next meeting is Tuesday 10th February  
at 7.30 in the village hall. 

Contact Details 
Margaret Life, Parish Clerk  07780 119311  
malife434@gmail.com 

Philip Allingham Chairman 01480 811516  
philip_allingham@sky.com 
Ian Gardener Vice Chair 01480 812821  
idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk                       
Andrew Duckworth andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net            
Alastair Watson  Alwatson.parishcouncil@gmail.com                                                                                                               
Kevin Sharp kevin.sharp@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk       
Jenny Barnes 07788 545197 jenny.barnes1@sky.com 

 

Church Cleaner  
One member of our cleaning team has  
now left the village. Can you spare an hour  
once every two months to hoover and dust  
the church to keep it clean and welcoming  
for us all and for visitors to the village. If it  
is done regularly it takes only about an hour.  

Please contact Hazel on 01480 810326 or  
hazelpowell19@gmail.com  if youôd like to help.    
We would be most grateful. 

GGFeb2015 

GGFeb2015 GGFeb2015 
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