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   Issue 143 Deadline: Midnight Thursday 17th November 

Christmas Shoe Box     
    Appeal - 2016 

Completed, shoeboxes should be returned to 
Moira no later than Friday 18

th
 November.   

More details can be found on page 5 or by 
phoning Moira 

01480 811577 or 07859 065 982 

Editorsô noteé   As the temperature 

drops, itôs time to dig out your thermals and winter 
woollies for when it gets even colder!  

Weôve packed lots into this issue and thereôs good 
news and some not so good news to read about. 
The good news includes the traditional Grafham 
Firework Display on 5th November and at last, the 
Cinnamon is slowly on the mend. Some of the ónot so good 
newsô is that we do not have a Neighbourhood Watch coordi-
nator to replace James who has carried out the role conscien-
tiously for many years. Thank you James, for supplying our 
monthly updates. Also, what can be done to help build a village 
pub? Read the letter on page 7. 

Please send us your news, views and gossip in good time for 
the next deadline, midnight on Thursday 17th November, for a 
combined December/January issue. 

         See you at the Fireworks on Bonfire Night!   
              Editors, editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

Tina is hosting a  

Weekend Jewellery/Bag/Clothes Sale  
on  

Saturday 12th / Sunday 13th November  

10am to 4pm each day  
at 

ñKalostoneò 5 Home Close, Grafham PE29 0UW 

Light refreshments/nibbles available on both days 

RSVP: email tina.theodorou@tiscali.co.uk  

or call 07711 012597   

Hotdogs £1 

Jacket potato & cheese £1    

Jacket potato & chilli £2 

Tomato Soup 50p 

Mulled wine £2 

Coke 50p (Squash free) 

If you have timber that can be used for the bonfire, 
please deliver it to the far side of the 5 aside pitch, 

Grafham Village Hall, at 3pm on  
Saturday 5th November where Simon will be in charge!  

Or call Simon 07887 628528 who will collect it  
on the morning of Saturday 5th.   

Please make sure that thereôs nothing included that 
is explosive or that might give off noxious fumes. 

Admission: Admission: Admission:    

Adults £4Adults £4Adults £4   

5 5 5 ---   16 years £216 years £216 years £2   

Under 5s Free!Under 5s Free!Under 5s Free!   

 Saturday 5thSaturday 5thSaturday 5th   
NovemberNovemberNovember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   Food from 5:00Food from 5:00Food from 5:00   

      Fireworks 6:30Fireworks 6:30Fireworks 6:30   

                              at the at the at the    

                  Village HallVillage HallVillage Hall   

Carousel for childrenCarousel for childrenCarousel for children   

2016 

The 2016-2017  Bºsendorfer Concerts  
Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre 7.30pm 

28th October - The Fitzwilliam Quartet 
25th November - Emma Halnan, flute; Heather 
Wrighton, Harp; Daniel King-Smith, piano 

 Contact the Box Office for tickets 01480 375678 

     Adults: Ã12 (all 5 concerts: Ã50)  
     Groups of 20 or more: Ã9 each   
     Pupils / students under 21: Ã5 

    More details on page 6 

 
 The Social Committee would like to say a big Thank You to 

everyone for your patience at the Firework Display last year. 
We are aware that many people had quite a long wait in the 
queue to get in. We have increased the number of ticket gates 
to five so it should not be a problem this year! 
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 Send your news, views, photos and gossip to editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Grafham Oil Syndicate  
The syndicate continues to grow, keeping more 
money in the village. Remember, it's FREE to join 

and we must  keep a bulk order 
attractive enough to receive a 
discount, so simply email Simon  
          grafhamoil@gmail.com   

 or call 07887 628528                                                                                                                                                                        

Councillors Peter Downes and Patricia Jordan and/or 
John Morris are available at the village hall from  
11.15 to 11.45 on the first Saturday of the month. 

At other times contact: 

Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  07765 833486 
patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  tel. 457802 
john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk     07788 977092 
                                                  Twitter:  @johnmbrampton 

Contact Details for our Grafham Parish Councillors 

 You may contact your parish councillors through the parish clerk or directly by using the details below.  

Philip Allingham Chairman 01480 811516 philip_allingham@sky.com 

Ian Gardener Vice Chair 01480 812821 idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk  Andrew Duckworth andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net    

David King 01480 812430 davidking@hawkeyesystems.com         Alastair Watson  Alwatson.parishcouncil@gmail.com                                                                                                       

Kevin Sharp kevin.sharp@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk      David Anthony 01480 812622   d.anthony181@btinternet.com 

View from the Pew 
The floral arrangements for our Harvest Festival were 

quite stunning this year being a beautiful celebration of 

all the autumn colours. Our friend Ian Stracey from 

Brampton kindly arranged for a group of 

bell ringers to ring before the service and 

it was a joy to hear the bells following the 

recent repairs. Another of our friends 

from Brampton, John Childs (who has 

also provided our beautiful "Books for Sale" sign) 

brought along a colleague to play her violin to John's 

guitar.  

We are very grateful to them both. During the service 

we heard how a single seed can help us to understand 

the Word of God and what happened to a rich farmer 

who owned lots of land but learned that it was more 

important to be rich in the sight of God.   Lunch after-

wards was delicious, as ever and enjoyed by all those 

who stayed. 

We have a fifth Sunday service on Octo-

ber 30th at 10.16 am which is an "all to-

gether" service at Brampton. 

Our Remembrance Sunday service on 

13th November will begin at 10.55 am at Grafham. 

This will be a short service as usual with just one unac-

companied hymn. All are welcome to any of our ser-

vices, we look forward to making new friends. 

Our Little Fishes Mums and Tots group which meets 

on Wednesday mornings in the Village Hall goes from 

strength to strength with new Mums and new babies.   

However we are very short of volunteers to make cof-

fee/tea for the leaders and the mothers. If you can 

spare an hour of your time, say once a month, to help 

with this we would be most grateful. Please contact 

Hazel 810326. 

 

 

Contacting the Clergy  Revd Jason Taylor (Rector)          revjasontaylor@gmail.com 01480 453341 or   
The Rectory, 15 Church Road, Brampton PE28 4PF                                                    07807 118070 

Grafham All Saints - Services for November 

 30th October (5th Sunday)    10.16 òAll Togetheró Service at St Mary  

                                                                              Magdalene, Brampton 
                          _____________________________________    

 6th November (1st Sunday)    11.00  Family Service Lay led 

13th November (2nd Sunday) 10.55  Remembrance Day -  

                                                                                         a short service 

20th November (3rd Sunday)  11.00  Eucharist  

27th November (4th Sunday)  No service 
                            _____________________________________    
  
 
 4th December (1st Sunday)  11 .00  Family Service Lay led 
                            _____________________________________   

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
mailto:grafhamoil@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Downes@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:patricia.jordan@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:john.morris@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:philip_allingham@sky.com
mailto:idg@asc-geomatics.co.uk
mailto:andrew.duckworth1@tesco.net
mailto:davidking@hawkeyesystems.com
mailto:Alwatson.parishcounci@gmail.com
mailto:kevin.sharp@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:d.anthony181@btinternet.com
mailto:revjasontaylor@gmail.com
tel:07807%20118070


 Website: www.grafham.org.uk        E-mail: editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

                  

November 2016                                       3                                                 Issue 142 

    

 

t!wL{I b9²{ September 2016 

The problem of certain drivers racing their cars 
around the village and along Church Road has, 
sadly, not gone away.  Cllr Peter Downes has 
received a complaint from a resident of Church 
Road concerning such incidents, the noise from the 
cars and the dubious activities that might be occurring 
in the Fishermenôs Car Park. 

Police have been made aware, but they have suggest-
ed that no crimes have been committed and in the 
absence of CCTV they cannot act as there is no proof 
of any wrong-doing. The Parish Council is limited on 
how to act further, but the use of trail cameras was 
suggested and will be investigated.   

Cllr Downes also received a complaint about the 
speed of traffic along the road past the Grafham Water 
car park. This particular complaint has previously been 
monitored by setting up a speedwatch system. Howev-
er, the system produced no evidence of speeding ve-
hicles at that time. 

It was suggested that the Council might apply to this 
yearôs Local Highways Initiative for a grant towards the 
cost of speed reducing measures. This is the same 
initiative that was applied to last year, for the reduction 
of the speed limit along Church Road and was re-
fused. 

Cllr John Morris advised that the District Council is 
now setting budgets for the forthcoming year ï again 
with a 0% Council Tax increase which in turn means 

fewer services. 

Mr Kevin Sharp spoke and reminded the council that 
planning permission has been given for the Grafham 
Pub project. However, 50% of the funding available for 
the project has recently been withdrawn. Kevin ad-
vised the Council that this meant that the Pub might 
have to be constituted in a different way to that origi-
nally planned and alternative sources of finance are 
being investigated. Consideration will be given to rais-
ing finance through subscription and/or bank loan. If 
you are interested in learning more please contact 
Kevin direct. 

Once again the Council are being asked to repair or 
replace nets and goal posts on the five-a-side football 
pitch. The Council will, of course, ensure that the facili-
ty is not lost, but will be looking to make the equipment 
more secure and less prone to misuse and vandalism. 

The Council welcomed Mr David Anthony Jnr to its 
number and looks forward to working with him. 

The date of the next meeting is set for 18
th
 October 

2016 at 7.30pm in the village hall. 

                       Margaret Life, Parish Clerk   
                     07780 119311  malife434@gmail.com 

   (Full minutes can be read on the village web site  
   www.grafham.org.uk  The October Parish News will be  
   in the next issue of the Grafham Gossip. To find out   
   how you can read it sooner, please read the article   
   below. Ed) 

                                     Keep up to date with the Parish News 

If youôd like to read the Parish News as soon as possi-

ble after the Parish Council meeting, join the Grafham 

Gossip subscription list on the village website, 

www.grafham.org.uk      Just before  the end of each 

month, weôll send you an email, containing two links. 

The first link will take you to the next issue of the 

Grafham Gossip, which is posted on the village website.  

 

The second link will take you to the  Parish 

News, also posted on the village web site.  

The Parish Council Agenda is avail-

able to view a few days in advance of the Parish Council 

meetings. Visit www.grafham.org.uk  click on Grafham 

Parish Council then Agenda and Minutes.  Ed 

All emergencies 999   Non-emergencies 101     

Cambridge Constabulary HQ 01480 456111 

Minicom for hard of hearing 01480 422493 

Action Fraud  0300 123 2040 

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 (anonymous) 

Anti-social behaviour 01480 388379 

To stop unwanted mail 08457 034599 

To stop unwanted phone calls 08450 700707 

To report anti-social behaviour in Grafham 01480 388379 or 387097 

or e-mail:Barbara.gowling@huntsdc.gov.uk or  

tracey.guinea@huntsdc.gov.uk 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH     
September/October 2016 

There are no reported incidents this month in Grafham.   
This is my last article but although I wrote to the Parish Council  
Chairman and Clerk on 15th September, I have not received an 
acknowledgement or a reply, so any concerns or inquiries should 
be addressed to the Parish Council. 

James Snell                                 

Lost ipad 

An ipad was left in the  

village hall after the  

coffee morning on  

Friday 30th September. 

Please email  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk  

if you have seen it. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
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!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ DǊŀŪŀƳ 

 [ƛǧƭŜ CƛǎƘŜǎ {ǘŀȅ Ҍ tƭŀȅ  
¢ƻǘǎ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ 

DǊŀŪŀƳ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ млΦлл ǘƻ ммΦнл  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǝƳŜ  
Just turn up on the day 

Sessions include free-play, craft  
activities, a bible story and sing-along   

Babies welcome too 

Please get in touch if you can help make  
tea/coffee occasionally  

Contact Jean Clark 01480 890033 
robnjeanclark@tiscali.co.uk 

                For You  
 Free Coffee Morning  11.00 ï 12.30pm  

on the 4th Friday of every month  

Come along and enjoy a tea or coffee,  
cake and a chat.  

 for people to get out and meet new friends. 

Donôt be shy, just turn up! You will be made very      
welcome Hope to see you there! 

Fridays 28th October, 25th November 

               Grafham Village Hall 

 For more info contact: Catherine Gist 01480 423085    

     Care Network Community Development Officer ï Hunts  

GRAFHAM WATER    
EVENTS 

 

 

27/12/2016 
NiceTri Waterside 10K Road Race 
Race limit ï 300 (last year this was fully 
booked) 
Start ï 10am 

The course runs left out of Marlow car park 
onto Buckden Road and then continues 
onto Breach Road. The route continues 
through Grafham to Ellington where it then 
returns along the same route. 

This is likely to cause disruption for a cou-
ple of hours on this route (particular be-
tween Grafham and Ellington). 

19/02/2017 
Anglian Water Sprint and Standard                         
Duathlon 
Sprint:  5km run / 20km bike / 5km run 
Standard: 10km run / 40km bike / 5km run 
Starts at Perry Fishing Lodge car park at 
08:30 hrs 

The running course will not affect Grafham 
village as it starts in Perry. 

The cycle route goes out of Perry along 
B661 to Gt Staughton and then the B645 
to Hail Weston and then returns. This route 
will be busy. 

 OPENING TIMES 

Mon-Fri 8.00 - 6.30 

Sat  8.00 - 5.00 

Sun 9.00 - 2.00 

Tel: 01480 810119 

www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 
Good quality paperback books  

in clean condition  
We love to receive your paperback books to stock our church 

bookstall. Please leave them in the church porch.      

                      

 

 

 

The book stall is a fantastic fund-raiser for our village church but 

weóve found that we can sell only good quality, clean paperbacks 

and find it difficult to lift, carry and dispose of other items.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

V Yes  x No  
¶  Paperback books  
       in good condition V 

¶ Hardbacks x  

¶ Manuals x 

¶ Magazines x 

¶ Encyclopaedias x 

¶ Other items x 

The Labour Party in Huntingdon 
Our next monthly meeting is  

17th November  

7.30pm at The Medway Centre  

More details on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/HuntingdonLabourParty/  
or via the website :  
http://www.huntingdonlabourparty.org.uk  

Come along and get involved in helping your neighbours  
and the community! 

We urgently need a treasurer 
for our  association 

Could this be you?  

If you would like to know more please contact: 

Flora Sheringham 
Chair, Buckden and Little Paxton Surgeries Patients Association 

f.sheringham@btinternet.com   Tel: 01480 811189 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
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Could you be the lucky winner of a Ã10 voucher to 

spend in your community shop? The October prize has 

not yet been claimed. You only have until close of busi-

ness on Monday 31
st
 October. The winning address is 

20 Cedar Close so if thatôs you or you know who it is, 

get down to the shop asap! Donôt forget to bring your ID. 

Our AGM took place on Tuesday 11
th
 October. It would 

have been nice to see more people, it was a very disap-

pointing attendance, but we would like to thank those 

who did come along and hope it was an informative 

evening. It is a chance to find out from the committee 

and shop managers what has been happening over the 

last year and an opportunity to discuss ways of improv-

ing our service to the community. Our thanks to Barbara 

Holt for the wonderful catering. 

Summer is now well and truly over and thoughts are 

turning to Christmas. A selection of readymade Christ-

mas gifts/hampers will be appearing in the shop shortly.  

Look out for our seasonal cakes and goodies including 

Christmas pickles and chutneys. 

With the end of summer and the caravan site closing at 

the beginning of November, we will rely heavily on local 

support through the winter months. We believe there 

could still be people living in the village who have not 

yet ventured through our door. We think you will be sur-

prised at the selection of goods we offer. We want the 

shop to be the best it can be for the residents of 

Grafham and beyond, so the more you spend the more 

stock we can buy.  

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SHOP !! 

As always, thank you to our very supportive team of 

volunteers. We couldnôt manage without you. However 

we really do need more volunteers and so if you could 

just spare the odd 2 hours per week or even month we 

would really appreciate you coming into the shop to reg-

ister your interest. Without enough volunteers and cus-

tomers, the shop will not survive and considering the 

shop was the number one wish in the survey carried out 

a few years ago our efforts are for you ï Grafham Villag-

ers. If you have some spare time and would like to get 

involved, then please pop in and see us. 

Lynn and Louise x 

OPENING TIMES 

Mon-Fri 8.00 - 6.30 

Sat  8.00 - 5.00 

Sun 9.00 - 2.00 

Tel: 01480 810119 

www.grafhamvillageshop.co.uk 

Talking Shop 

Christmas Shoe Box     
    Appeal - 2016 
Can I persuade you to be part of a 
very worthwhile cause and help bring 
a smile to  underprivileged children 
this Christmas? 

Do you have a spare shoebox which you could fill with 
goodies for underprivileged children this Christmas?   

If you would like to be part of this very worthwhile cause 
run by Samaritans Purse, please give me a call on 
811577 or 07859 065 982 and Iôll be happy to deliver a 
leaflet to you. This is a fun and rewarding project which, 
as a village, we have been part of for many years now. 

Once completed, shoeboxes should be returned to me no 
later than Friday 18th November.  Monetary contributions 
are also welcome. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Kind regards,  
Moira Young  2 Meadowground, Grafham 

Phone:  811577/07859 065 982 

Cinnamon Bar and  

Indian Restaurant  
 
 

 

There is better news to report from the Cin-

namon this month. On Thursday 20th Octo-

ber Shamim met with the building insurance 

company to discuss in detail the schedule 

and expectations about the commencement 

of building works! The humidifiers have done 

their job and the brickwork and timber are 

pretty much dried out now. Next month we 

should begin a timeline to work to. Meantime 

he and Udine, who is working locally, send 

regards to all customers however frequently 

they visit the Cinnamon and say they can't 

wait to be back.  The feeling is mutual. 

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
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LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ   

hƘ ƴƻ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΗ 
hƘ ȅŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΗ 

 

 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ aŜƭƻŘǊŀƳŀǝŎǎΩ tŀƴǘƻƳƛƳŜΣ WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀƴǎǘŀƭƪΣ         
ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ YƛƳōƻƭǘƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмтΚ 

LŦ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀǘ т-ол ǇƳ ǘƻ ¢ƛƭōǊƻƻƪ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻƴ             
ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ннƴŘ ƻǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нпǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ                                 

ǿƘŜƴ Ŧǳƴ ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘΦ 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мт ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   

bƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 

CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭŜǎ wƛƭŜȅΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ 

лтпон тмпмнн 

Next Deadline 
The deadline for the  

combined December/

January issue is midnight 

on  

Thursday 17th November. 

Your December/January  

paper copy may be deliv-

ered after the 1st Decem-

ber, but will be available to 

read on the website, 

www.grafham.org.uk  

before the end of           

November.  Ed 

If youôd like to write a óone-offô  
article or a regular feature for the  
Grafham Gossip, send it by email to   
editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Send your news, views,  

photos and gossip to  

editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk 

Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre 

Huntingdon at 7.30pmHuntingdon at 7.30pmHuntingdon at 7.30pm   

Box Office 01480 375678  (9am Box Office 01480 375678  (9am Box Office 01480 375678  (9am ---   3pm)3pm)3pm)   

   www.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepacwww.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepacwww.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepac   

 
The Hinchingbrooke Bºsendorfer 
Piano Concerts 2016 - 17  
To mark the tenth anniversary season of Bºsendorfer 
concerts we are including many artists who have over 
the years significantly contributed to the success of 
the series. The Bºsendorfer concert grand piano, 
donated to the school by past pupils in memory of 
former music master Kenneth Brown will feature on 
each occasion.  

Friday October 28th: The Fitzwilliam Quartet 
(Lucy Russell, violin; Marcus Barcham-Stevens, 
violin; Alan George, viola; Heather Tuauch, cello) 
with Martino Tirimo, piano.  

The world renowned quartet has generously agreed 
to play for us again, inviting pianist, Martino Tirimo to 
join them. Martino is also well known on the interna-
tional scene, including in his schedule concerto per-
formances with major world orchestras. The pro-
gramme will include the quartet version of Chopin's F 
minor concerto and the Shostakovich piano quintet.  

Friday November 25th: Emma Halnan, flute; 
Heather Wrighton, Harp; Daniel King-Smith, pi-
ano.  

Emma has kindly agreed to return, bringing with her 
again the much appreciated harpist, Heather Wright-
on and one of our favourite ensemble pianists, Daniel 
King Smith. All international prize winners in their 
own right, they will offer a varied programme of duos 
and solos including music by Schubert, Debussy, 
Gershwin, Hamilton Harty and Alwyn.  

Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre 

Huntingdon at 7.30pmHuntingdon at 7.30pmHuntingdon at 7.30pm   

Box Office 01480 375678  (9am Box Office 01480 375678  (9am Box Office 01480 375678  (9am ---   3pm)3pm)3pm)   

www.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepacwww.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepacwww.ticketsource.co.uk/hinchingbrookepac   

http://www.grafham.org.uk/
mailto:editor@grafhamgossip.co.uk
http://www.grafham.org.uk/
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Jason     

On October 5
th
 The Church of England Commissioners 

met and we are a step closer to the approval of the 

scheme to combine the parishes of Brampton, Elling-

ton and Grafham into a new, single parish called East 

Leightonstone. Written objections had been made by 

members of the public with, at best, tenuous connec-

tions to the churches in Brampton, Ellington and 

Grafham but the Commissioners have now over-ruled 

these. All things being well the scheme should now 

come into effect towards the end of the year, or early 

next year. 

I have written here before about the significance and 

origins of the name, but it is not the name that matters 

but rather the effect of having one parish instead of 

three.  

One parish means having one Parochial Church Coun-

cil (P.C.C.) which in turn requires only one set of ap-

pointed officers and associated administration. This 

means that instead of doing many things three times 

we only have to do them once and that means the time 

and resources saved can be targeted at the people 

and things that matter most in Brampton, Ellington and 

Grafham. 

Whilst many things will remain the same (I certainly 

wonôt be using the name East Leightonstone in public, 

unless I have to ï the churches will be referred to as 

they currently are, by geographical location), there will 

doubtless be changes that the new Parochial Church 

Council will want to implement. Itôs not easy to see at 

this stage what those changes will be but they will all 

be with the intent of furthering mission and ministry in 

the three villages, raising the profile of the churches in                                                      

their respective communities. 

It is hoped that early next year we 

might have a service of thanksgiving 

for the three churches and the old par-

ishes whilst looking forward, in faith, to 

the future. More details will follow 

once arrangements are in place! 

As I write we are beginning a new chapter in the life of 

the churches in Brampton, Ellington and Grafham but 

we must remember that it is only that, a new chapter. 

We still hold dearly that which has gone before both in 

our own lifetime and long ago. The parish name may 

be changing but our purpose, vision and values remain 

unchanged: to worship God, tell others about his son 

Jesus and serve the community. 

A Curate for Brampton, Ellington and Grafham 

Iôm delighted to announce that the parishes of Bramp-

ton, Ellington and Grafham will soon be getting a cu-

rate (trainee vicar). Michael Bigg (Mike) will be joining 

us as a stipendiary (full-time) curate with his wife, Katy 

and their two small children Matthew and Thomas fol-

lowing his ordination as deacon at Ely Cathedral on 

July 2nd, although they will probably move to Bramp-

ton in June. 

I've been asked why Mike and his family will be living 

in Brampton and not Ellington or Grafham; this is be-

cause the guidelines for training stipulate that the cu-

rate must live in the same village/town as their training 

incumbent. 

I hope that Mike will be able to write an short article 

introducing himself to you all early next year. 

Contact details for Jason can be found on page 2. Ed)  

The Parish of East Leightonstone  

Letter to the Village  
We are sad to have to let you know that unfortu-

nately we will not be building a pub for the village. 

Our business partner has had to withdraw from the 

pub due to circumstances beyond his control.   

We are really sorry to give you this bad news, es-

pecially after so many of you have voiced support 

for the pub. We would really like to thank the Par-

ish Council who have been so helpful and support-

ive of the project and other people from the village 

who gave up their time to help with website design 

and designs for the pub itself for example.   

We did get planning permission to build the pub, 

which was great news, but we wonôt be able to 

fund it on our own. After discussion with the Parish 

Council and various other people from the village, 

we think there may be some appetite to raise the 

money and continue to build as a community coop-

eratively funded and owned pub.   

We wonder if any of you would be interested in 

getting together to discuss this or share ideas? If 

so, please get in touch with:                               

kevinsharp2@hotmail.co.uk and we could look at a 

date to meet.  

Put simply, if there were enough support we could 

move this forward and have a pub in Grafham. 

                                                          Kev and Lucy                            
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